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WHAT IS EPUB AND WHO USES IT?
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What is EPUB?

= XML format for reflowable digital books and publications

= Offered by the International Digital Publishing Forum (IDPF) as
a collection of three open standards

= Open Publication Structure - The Open eBook Publication Structure (OEB) is
precursor

= Open packaging Format

= Open Container Format

= http://www.idpf.org
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What is EPUB?

= EPUB draws heavily on (X)HTML for semantics

= Support familiar elements
= Headings: h1-h6
= Ordered and unordered lists: ol, ul, li, dl, dd, dt
= Tables : table, th, td, caption
= Images: img
= Blockquote

= More...
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Who Uses EPUB?

= "Download Over a Million Public Domain Books from Google
Books in the Open EPUB Format"”

= http://booksearch.blogspot.com/2009/08/download-over-million-public-
domain.html

= "Sony Converts eBook Store to EPUB Format"

= http://news.sel.sony.com/en/press room/consumer/computer peripheral/e bo
ok/release/41343.html

= Adobe has invested in EPUB for Adobe Content Server and Adobe
Digital Editions.
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What About DAISY?

The DAISY Consortium has stepped forward to provide leadership
and resources to assist in the maintenance for the EPUB standards.

"It is essential that everybody in the eBook ecology work together to
maintain and evolve the EPUB Standards”
George Kerscher, Chair of the maintenance working group.

http://www.prweb.com/releases/2009/08/prweb2754274.htm
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EPUB Authoring
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EPUB Authoring

= Adobe InDesign
Professional page
layout tool

= Choice of XHTML or
DAISY DTBook
content schema

= [Automatic TOC
support
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The Voyage of the Niu

The project incindes 7 smail feaning sen-
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Adobe eBook Platform
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Adobe Digital Publishing Solutions
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Key Partners
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Accessible Pathways for EPUB files

.epub EPUB-enabled
Reader

.epub EPUB-enabled

co Reader with

RMSDK

= Few tools that read EPUB offer accessibility

Adobe Content
Server

= No current readers implement the RMSDK and offer accessibility support.
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ADOBE DIGITAL EDITIONS
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Adobe Digital Editions 1.7.2
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Alice's Adventuras in ..

Lewis Carroll

. Down the Rabbit-Hole

I.The Pool of Tears

lll. A Caucus-Race and a Long Tale
IV. The Rabbit Sends in a Little Bill
V. Advice from a Caterpillar

V1. Pig and Pepper

VIl A Mad Tea-Party

VIIL. The Queen's Croguet-Ground
IX. The Mock Turtle's Story

¥.The Lobster Quadrille

XI. Who Stole the Tarts?

XIl. Alice's Evidence

Options
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Chapter [

Down the Rabbit-Hole

Alice was beginning to get very
tired of sitting by her sister on the
bank, and of having nothing to do:
once or twice she had peeped into the
book her sister was reading, but it had
no pictures or conversations in it, "and
what is the use of a book,” thought
Alice “without pictures or
conversation?”

So she was considering in her
own mind (as well as she could, for the
hot day made her feel very sleepy and
stupid), whether the pleasure of
making a daisy-chain would be worth
the trouble of getting up and picking
the daisies, when suddenly a White
Rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her.

There was nothing so very
remarkable in that; nor did Alice think
it so very much out of the way to hear
the Rabbit say to itself, “Oh dear! Oh

dear! I shall be late!” (when she thought it over afterwards, it occurred to her that she
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Reflowing EPUB Text in Digital Editions
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of a book,” thought
Alice “without
pictures or
conversation?”
So she was
considering in her
own mind (as well as
she could, for the hot
day made her feel very sleepy and stupid).
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Adobe Digital Editions 1.7.2

Is Digital Editions accessible?

Digital Editions provides keyboard support
Digital Editions provides five levels of text resizing

Digital Editions is not accessible to screen-reader users

More accessible eBook reading tools are available for reading
unprotected EPUB files.

Protected EPUB files need to be read by a tool that is accessible
and that supports the Adobe RMSDK.
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How is Adobe Addressing eBook Accessibility Challenges?

Adobe is aware of issues for users with disabilities related to
Adobe Content Server protection and access to e-books displayed
within Adobe Digital Editions. Adobe is using a two-pronged
approach to address these challenges:

1. Immediate: Enabling non-Adobe players. Adobe is pursuing licensing
deals with a variety of e-book players, including ones with robust
support for accessibility, to enable players with proven accessibility
support to use Adobe’s Reader Mobile software development kit (SDK)
to gain access to protected e-book content. It is impossible to provide a
concrete timeline for the release of software with this support since it is
dependent on the development cycles of other companies.

2. Long-term: Enabling Digital Editions accessibility for assistive
technologies. Adobe intends to provide support for accessibility in the
next major release of Digital Editions. This is targeted for the end of the
calendar year.
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Resources

= Adobe Digital Editions
adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/

= Adobe Content Server
adobe.com/products/contentserver/

= Adobe Accessibility Resource Center
adobe.com/accessibility

= Adobe Accessibility Blog
blogs.adobe.com/accessibility

ACCESSIBILITY Adobe


http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/�
http://www.adobe.com/products/contentserver/�
http://www.adobe.com/accessibility�
http://blogs.adobe.com/accessibility�

Andrew Kirkpatrick
Sr. Product Manager, Accessibility

akirkpat@adobe.com
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