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View, print, and search PDF files, including PDF Portfolios and PDF maps • • • •
Author, store, and share documents, and share your screen, using Acrobat.com services1 • • • •
Experience richer content and greater interactivity with native support for Adobe Flash® technology • • • •
Create PDF files from any application that prints • • •
Scan documents into PDF and automatically recognize text with optical character recognition (OCR) • • •
Create PDF files from the clipboard, including text and images copied from any external application2 • • •
Save PDF files as Microsoft Word documents, retaining the layout, fonts, formatting, and tables • • •
Compare and highlight the differences between two versions of a PDF document   • •
Create Adobe PDF files from popular business and technical applications with one-button ease2

From Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Publisher, and Access, turn documents, spreadsheets, 
presentations, and more into PDF files • • •
From Microsoft Internet Explorer, capture web pages as rich, dynamic PDF files for review and 
archiving—an entire website, a single page, or portions of a page • • •
From Microsoft Outlook and IBM® Lotus Notes, archive e-mail or e-mail folders, retaining attachments, 
links, and bookmarks for sender, date, and subject • • •
From Autodesk® AutoCAD,® Microsoft Visio, and Microsoft Project, preserve document layers from Visio 
and AutoCAD and retain object data in Visio • •
Convert DWG files to Adobe PDF files without using Autodesk AutoCAD or AutoCAD LT • •
Easily share audio, video, applications, and maps in PDF files

Insert FLV or H.264 video for direct playback in Acrobat and Adobe Reader • •
Add SWF applications to PDF files • •
Convert a variety of video formats to FLV for playback in PDF •
Embed video in Microsoft Word or PowerPoint documents and convert to FLV content in PDF files •
Easily add audio, video, and quizzes to your PowerPoint slides, and create rich, interactive 
presentations with Adobe Presenter software (included) •
Create PDF maps by retaining geospatial data contained within image files or by adding coordinates to 
an existing PDF document •

Embed video in Microsoft Word or PowerPoint and convert to 
FLV in PDF, or insert FLV or H.264 video in PDF files for direct 
playback in Acrobat and Adobe Reader.

Automatically highlight the differences between two versions  
of a PDF document, including text and images, so you can 
quickly and easily identify what has changed.

PRODUCT COMPARISONADOBE® ACROBAT® 9 FAMILY 
Acrobat 9 software helps you communicate the way you’ve  
always wanted to using PDF, the standard for electronic document 
exchange. Use this comparison matrix to determine which version 
of Acrobat 9 is right for you.



Import large CAD assemblies created by different CAD  
formats into a single lightweight assembly that enables users  
to visualize, analyze, and interact with large amounts of product 
data in real time. 

Assemble documents, drawings, e-mail, spreadsheets, and 
rich media—including audio, video, 3D, and maps—in a single 
compressed PDF Portfolio. Choose one of many professional 
templates—or create your own—to quickly integrate content, 
define navigation, and add polish to your PDF Portfolio.
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Share 3D designs in PDF files

Convert 2D and 3D designs from major CAD applications to PDF for cross-platform sharing  
and collaboration •
Combine multiple CAD formats into one assembly and save as PDF with Adobe 3D Reviewer (included) •
Include PMI3 data with 3D designs in PDF documents for use by extended teams •
Measure and cross-section on precise geometry •
Perform physical properties calculations •
Export precise geometry data from PDF to neutral file formats such as STEP, IGES, or STL for 
downstream use in CAD, CAM, and CAE applications •
Insert 3D CAD designs into Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint documents, and convert the files 
to PDF •
Create rich, interactive documents with 3D content: Quickly clean up CAD designs; create balloons and 
bills of material; add and modify lighting, materials, or colors; create exploded views and animations; 
and then save as PDF or 2D raster/vector images

•

Combine files from multiple applications

Merge files from multiple applications into a single PDF file with continuous pages • • •
Assemble a wide range of content types into a polished, organized PDF Portfolio • • •
Personalize a PDF Portfolio with customizable templates for navigation and branding • •
Reduce PDF file size by optimizing compression and resolution with a single click • • •
Attach native files to PDF documents • • •
Easily apply Bates numbering to a set of documents • •
Add and precisely place backgrounds or watermarks, headers, and footers in PDF files • • •
Save backgrounds, watermarks, headers, and footers for easy reuse in the future • • •
Shrink page content so headers and footers do not run into document content • • •
Embed multimedia and 3D • •



Apply digital signatures to authenticate documents, manage 
their status, and help protect against unauthorized modification.

Help colleagues, clients, and partners get on the same page  
at the same time with the ability to co-navigate documents.  
To provide clarity and enhance discussion, use Acrobat.com 
services to enable collaboration on a PDF file. Then distribute  
the PDF file and walk recipients through it in real time by 
controlling the page view they see.

Protect and control sensitive information
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Help protect PDF documents with 256-bit encryption • • •
Apply restrictions on printing, copying, and altering PDF documents • • •
Examine documents for hidden information, including metadata, annotations, attachments, form 
fields, layers, and bookmarks, and delete as needed • • •
Permanently delete sensitive information, including specific text or illustrations, with redaction tools • •
Authenticate PDF documents using digital IDs • • •
Digitally sign PDF documents • • •
Enable Adobe Reader users to digitally sign PDF documents4 • •
Add security policies to help protect sensitive information outside your firewall through integration  
with Adobe LiveCycle® Rights Management ES software • • •

Collaborate and manage reviews in PDF

Review documents using familiar commenting and markup tools, including sticky notes,  
text edits, highlights, stamps, cloud, callout, text box, and other shapes • • •
Comment on video using any of the commenting and markup tools to add feedback to  
a specific frame • • •
Manage shared document reviews that enable review participants to see one another’s comments, 
which are automatically aggregated in one PDF file • • •
View a list and the status of reviewers with Tracker; e-mail reviewers, send e-mail reminders, or  
invite additional participants to a review • • •
Use Tracker to add and change deadlines, end reviews, delete reviews, and start  
a new review with the same reviewers • • •
Enable users of free Adobe Reader software to fully participate in document reviews with  
complete commenting and markup tools4 • •
Use the comment list summary to easily reconcile comments • • •
Create a summary PDF file of document comments • • •
Sort and filter comments by author, date, page, or type • • •
Export comments to Word documents2 • • •
Export comments to AutoCAD files2 • •
Enable real-time collaboration with synchronized document views and chat • • •



Use the new Form Wizard to convert Microsoft Word and Excel 
documents or scanned paper to fillable PDF forms. 

Use Tracker to see when forms have been completed and who 
has completed them. Easily export data to a spreadsheet for 
analysis and reporting.

Easily create forms and collect data
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Fill in and save PDF forms • • •
Easily create fillable PDF forms from paper or existing files using the Form Wizard • • •
Distribute PDF forms to collect information and track their status5 • • •
Use Tracker to invite more participants, view status on replies, e-mail recipients who haven’t 
responded, or end data collection • • •
Compile returned forms into a single document or view for easy filtering and analysis • • •
Export form data to a spreadsheet for reporting and analysis • • •
Enable Adobe Reader users to fill in and save PDF forms locally4 • • •
Create dynamic XML forms with the included Adobe LiveCycle Designer ES software2 • •
Create forms using more than 20 different XML-based templates2 • •
Import a PDF file into LiveCycle Designer as background artwork, preserving the layout and fidelity of 
the original PDF file2 • •
Collect data using QuickBooks templates, and export information back to QuickBooks2, 6 • •

Create more accessible PDF files

Make PDF documents more accessible by adding tags to control reading order and improve navigation • • •
Customize accessibility preferences with an easy-to-use wizard • • • •
Set high-contrast colors for better visibility • • • •
Enable large-type display by setting text to reflow through pages • • • •
Validate accessible PDF documents and check for possible accessibility problems • •
Provide a reading order for pages or columns of text • •



Help control costs and reduce errors with automated output 
controls to preview, preflight, correct, and prepare PDF files for 
high-end print production and digital publishing.

Provide preflighting instructions and custom PDF export  
presets to ensure that your PDF files conform to specific 
production requirements. Then automatically validate files  
and easily fix issues. 
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For more information
For more details about Acrobat 9, visit 
www.adobe.com/acrobat.

Prepare files for high-quality printing
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Easily and reliably preview the interaction between overlapping elements in a PDF file using 
automatic, intelligent Overprint Preview • • • •
Easily make small edits and adjustments in PDF files—add or replace text and make changes to color, 
word spacing, character spacing, and text size • • •

Preview, preflight, correct, and prepare PDF files for high-end print production and digital publishing • •

Get full information about any selected object in a PDF file using the Object Inspector • •
Easily and reliably convert colors applied to any object type with enhanced color conversion—
including converting RGB and rich blacks to solid black • •
Convert RGB or CMYK colors to spot colors or map one Pantone spot color to another with built-in 
Pantone color libraries • •
Create and validate PDF files that comply with industry standards, including PDF/X-1a, PDF/X-3, 
PDF/X-4 (draft), PDF/A, PDF/E, JDF, and XMP metadata • •

Control and automate end-to-end PDF workflows using JDF • •

Organize and archive documents

Search PDF documents to retrieve information quickly • • • •
Search text for a word within an open PDF file or a folder of PDF files • • • •
Search all or parts of a PDF file (page content, annotations, bookmarks, form fields, or  
document metadata) • • • •
Search PDF files or non-PDF files within a PDF Portfolio • • • •
Use the built-in organizer tool to find, sort, and review thumbnails of PDF documents • • •
Split large PDF files into multiple files based on maximum file size, maximum pages per file,  
or bookmarks • • •
Convert documents to PDF/A for archiving with easy search and retrieval • • •
Validate documents for conformance to ISO standards PDF/A, PDF/E, and PDF/X • •
Embed indexes within a PDF file • • •
Catalog and build indexes of documents for searching across documents or collections of documents • •

	When enabled by Acrobat Pro or Acrobat Pro Extended.
1	 Acrobat products may allow you to access certain features that are hosted online (“online services”), provided you have a high-speed Internet connection. The online services, and some features thereof, may not be available 

in all countries, languages, and/or currencies and may be discontinued in whole or in part without notice. Use of the online services is governed by separate terms of use and by the Adobe Online Privacy Policy, and access to 
these services may require user registration. Some online services, including services that are initially offered at no charge, may be subject to additional fees. For more details and to review the terms of use and Online Privacy 
Policy, visit www.adobe.com.

2	 Windows® only.
3	 Product Manufacturing Information (PMI) is used to convey information such as geometric dimensioning and tolerancing, annotations, and other specifications directly on the 3D model.
4	 Requires Adobe Reader 8 or later.
5	 For ad-hoc form distribution and data collection for up to 500 people.
6	 Available in North America English version only.


